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to 844. * It is situated on the right bank of the Behat, 8 miles
to the south-east of the capital, and about midway on the road
to Avantipura. The place is still well inhabited, and its fields
of saffron are the most productive in the whole valley.

Avantipura was founded by Raja Avanti Vavwma* who
reigned from A.D. 854 to 833. It is situated on the right bank
of the Behat, 17 miles to the south-east of the present capital.
There is now only a small village called Wantipur; but the
remains of two magnificent temples, and the races of walls on
all sides, show that it must have been once an extensive city.
The name of No-riagar, or the "New Town/' which is now
attached to the high tract of alluvial table-land on the opposite
side of the river, is universally allowed by the people to refer
to Avantipura itself, which is said to have occupied both banks
of the river originally.

2;   URASA

Between Taxila and Kashmir Hwen-Thsang places the
district of U-la-shi, or Ufasa, which, from its position, may
at once be identified with the Varsa -Regio of Ptolemy, and
with the modern district of Rash, in Dhant&war, to the west
of Muzafarabid. It is mentioned in the native chronicle of
Kashmir3 as a mountainous district in the vicinity of the
valley, where Raja Sangkara Varmma received Lis death
wound in A, D. 901. It corresponds exactly with the Pakhali
of Abul Fazl, which included all the hilly country between the
Indus and Kashmir, as far south as the boundry of Aitak.
At the present day the principal towns of the district are
M&nserat in the north-east; Noshahra, in the middle; and
Kishangarh, or Haripur, in the south-west. In Hwen Thsang's
time the capital is said to have been either 300 or 500 li, that
is, 50 or 83 miles, distant from Taxila. This difference in
the distance makes it impossible to identify the actual position
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